EPILOGUE

CAN WE HAVE REVIVAL NOW?

In Chapter One we gave several signs that the end is near. Two of these
signs are connected with apostasy in the churches:

®  The rise of apostasy in Christianity,
II Thessalonians 2:3; Matthew 24:12.

° The repetition of circumstances in the
days of Noah, Matthew 24:37-39.

These signs present a dark picture, which seems to be reflected in the
world around us at this hour. We quoted Dr. Woodrow Kroll, who said:

In 1900 there were 27 churches for every 10,000
Americans. In 1985 this figure had declined so
drastically that it is painful to report. There are now less
than 12 churches for every 10,000 Americans; less than
half the former amount...Between 3,500 and 4,000
churches close their doors each year in America...By the
year 2000 there will be only 33 percent of the American
population who belong to a church.'

We quoted a survey from the Baptist Bible Tribune, which shows that 84%
of those who claim to be "born again" believe false doctrine on central
Christian teachings.2 We also quoted Billy Graham, who said:

We are a society poised on the brink of self-destruction.
Our culture is plagued with crime and violence, drug
abuse, racial and ethnic tension, broken families and
corruption.3

We showed that the apostasy of our day has its roots in the false
doctrines and methods of Charles G. Finney, which led to a largely
unconverted church membership in our day. As Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones
put it:
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I have no hesitation in asserting that the main cause of the
state of the Christian church today, and the whole state of
the world, in consequence, is the terrible apostasy that has
characterized the church for the last hundred years.4

In view of the present darkness, many have wondered if revival is
possible. Can we have another revival amid such severely apostate
conditions? Many good men have said, "No! The age will go out in
blackness, with no hope of revival."

In our view, that position is not correct, however. Yes, the age will
indeed go out in deep apostasy, but it is clear in the Book of Revelation that
powerful revivals will occur, even under the terribly repressive reign of the
Antichrist himself - at the very end of this dispensation!

Here are three reasons we believe that end-time revival is a distinct
possibility in our time:

1. The Promise of Christ
First, Jesus said,

"Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world" (Matthew 28:20).

Christ promised to be with His true followers right to the end of the age. Dr.
John R. Rice said:

The God whom some people worship is old and tired.
The present-day civilization is too much for Him! Maybe
He could one time give great revivals, but He cannot any
more. Mankind has simply gotten to be worse than that
old-fashioned God can handle - the God of some people's
faith...Christians with belief in that kind of a defeated
God can have no greatrevivals...So many Christians look
for the rapture as a last resort of a God who cannot cope
with the present world, in a Christianity which is more or
less out of date, very nice for the few who have it, but
inadequate to reach multitudes...Can you see the
wickedness, the near-blasphemy of that kind of attitude
toward God and the gospel? How God must be grieved
by our defeated unbelief about revivals!’
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The promise of Christ, that He would be with us to the very end of this
dispensation, makes revival a distinct possibility today, even in the midst of
great apostasy.

2. The Midnight Cry

Second, we have the prophetic midnight cry, which Jesus gave in the
Olivet Discourse:

"At midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all
those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps"
(Matthew 25:6-7).

Five of the virgins were wise, and five of them were foolish. The foolish ones
were unprepared for Christ's return.

"And they that were ready went in with him to the
marriage: and the door was shut" (Matthew 25:10).

Some good men have felt that this passage refers to Jewish people at the
end of the Tribulation. However, in Matthew 25:1-13 we are not told that
these are Jewish people. Also, the Tribulation is not mentioned anywhere in
these verses.

We hold he view that this passage indicates that a great revival will
occur just before the return of Jesus for His own, in the Rapture

"And they that were ready went in with him to the
marriage" (Matthew 25:10).

We do not wish to be dogmatic, but this passage does seem to indicate
that revival will come before the Rapture. Read Matthew 25:1-13 again, with
that thought in mind.

3. The Revivals of the Tribulation

Third, the Bible predicts great revivals in the Tribulation period itself,
immediately prior to the end of this age. Revelation 7:3-8 reveals a future
ingathering of Jewish people during this brief period - a revival among the
Jews - just before the end. Then, in Revelation 7:9-14, we are told of
a coming mighty revival among the Gentiles of this final period.
TheScripture says:
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"These are they which came out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the lamb" (Revelation 7:14).

These prophecies seem to indicate that it is possible for real revival to
appear again in the closing days of this dispensation. An exact replication of
the days of Noah is not necessary for Jesus' prediction to be true in our time.
As with any type and antitype, there may be details that don't coincide
perfectly. While it is true that there was no revival in Noah's day, the
prophecies we have just quoted seem to indicate that a revival can happen in
our day. But we must first repudiate the false doctrines and methods of
Finney and his modern followers, the methods of decisionism. We must once
again preach strong sermons that include naming sin and lifting high the
gospel of Christ. Also, pastors must return to the old way of personally
counselling inquirers. And we must also return to old-fashioned praying. We
must cry out to God - pleading with Him to send revival.

"Oh that thou wouldst rend the heavens, that thou wouldst
come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy
presence, As when the melting fire burneth, the fire
causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to
thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy
presence! When thou didst terrible things which we
looked not for, thou camest down, the mountains flowed
down at thy presence." (Isaiah 64:1-3)

FOOTNOTES

'Woodrow Kroll, The Vanishing Ministry (Grand Rapids, Michigan:
Kregel Publications, 1991), pp. 31-33.

Baptist Bible Tribune, April 15, 1996, p. 28.

*Los Angeles Times, May 3, 1996, p. A-10.

‘D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Revival (W heaton, Illinois: Crossway Books,
1987), p. 57.

5John R. Rice, We Can Have Revival Now! (Murfreesboro, Tenn.:
Sword of the Lord, 1950), pp. 116-117.
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APPENDICES

"The dark days that preceded the Great Awakening
will come again unless somebody stands firmly and clearly
and decidedly by the doctrine of a converted church-membership."
- F. L. Chapell, Baptist pastor, in his
1903 edition of The Great Awakening of 1740.
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"Remember the days of old,
consider the years of many
generations" (Deuteronomy 32:7).

"Ask for the old paths, where is the
good way, and walk therein, and
ye shall find rest for your souls"
(Jeremiah 6:16).

174



APPENDIX 1

FIFTEEN BOOKS THAT WILL
HELP A COUNSELLOR

Here are fifteen books here which will greatly help a pastor or other
counsellor.* Anyone who is interested in the subjects we have addressed in
this book can procure them from a bookstore which deals with out of print
titles. **

1. Joseph Alleine, An Alarm to the Unconverted (sometimes
titled, A Sure Guide to Heaven). Published under the second
title by Banner of Truth Trust, 1959. Here is the table of
contents:

(1) Mistakes about conversion.

(2) The nature of conversion.

(3) The necessity of conversion.

(4) The marks of conversion.

(5) The miseries of the unconverted.

(6) Directions to the unconverted.

(7) The motives to conversion.
First published in 1671, An Alarm to the Unconverted has
been used by God an as instrument in revivals; it has been the
means of bringing countless numbers to Christ; and it moulded
the thought of the great evangelist George Whitefield. Many of
the chapters can easily be converted into evangelistic sermons,
particularly chapters 1, 4, and 5. These chapters contain the
type of application of the Law that awakens sinners, but is so
largely absent from today's preaching.

*Although we do not endorse everything in these books, we believe that
they will be very helpful in guiding one's thoughts out of the decisionism of
our time.

**Dr. David O. Beale has a world-wide booksearching ministry. He will
be able to obtain these books for you. Phone him at (864) 233-0501.
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2. Richard Baxter, The Reformed Pastor. First published in 1656,
and reprinted by Banner of Truth Trust in 1989. Philip
Doddridge said that it "should be read by every young minister
before he takes a people under his care; and, I think, the
practical part of it reviewed every three or four years." We
would be in full agreement. This is arguably the most
important book on pastoring that has ever been written.

3. Richard Baxter, A Treatise on Conversion. First published in
1657, and reprinted countless times. A person who sees the
folly of decisionism in our day should study this book carefully.
It will be a guide out of decisionist darkness. Here are the
chapter titles:

(1) Nature of conversion - change of mind.

(2) Nature of conversion - change of heart.

(3) Nature of conversion - change of affections.
(4) Nature of conversion - change of life.

(5) Necessity of conversion.

(6) Self-application - "Am I converted?"

(7) Miseries of the unconverted.

(8) Benefits of conversion.

(9) Appeal to the unconverted.

(10) Hindrances, with corresponding directions.
(11) Hindrances and directions - continued.

4. Brian H. Edwards, Revival! A People Saturated With God
(Durham, England: Evangelical Press, 1991). It will set the
heart longing for real revival. Multiple examples from history
are given.

5. John H. Gerstner, Jonathan Edwards, Evangelist (Morgan,
Pennsylvania: Soli Deo Gloria Publications, 1995 reprint). Dr.
Gerstner presents Edwards' teachings in a crisp, modern style.
It also systematizes the thinking of this great preacher, and
portrays him as an evangelist, concerned with revival and the
salvation of souls. Well worth reading and re-reading.

6. Matthew Mead, The Almost Christian (Morgan, Pennsylvania:
Soli Deo Gloria Publications, 1989). Though we would not
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10.

11.

recommend John MacArthur, who wrote the introduction,
because ofhis view on incarnational Sonship and other matters,
we strongly recommend the book itself. It contains a series of
sermons given by Mead on self-examination (II Corinthians
13:5). These are the kind of sermons that need to be preached
in our pulpits today.

. lain H. Murray, Revival and Revivalism (Edinburgh: Banner

of Truth Trust, 1994). Read chapter fourteen first, then the
whole book. Our little book on decisionism, which you have
just read, is an outgrowth of the historical insights given here
by Murray.

. lain H. Murray, Spurgeon vs. Hyper-Calvinism (Edinburgh:

Banner of Truth Trust, 1995). A good introduction to
Spurgeon as an evangelist; corrects overemphasis on various
doctrines.

. Asahel Nettleton, Sermons from the Great Awakening (Ames,

Iowa: International Outreach, 1995), The only book we know
of that gives 53 of Nettleton's sermons, most of them complete,
plus 17 remarks on Scriptural passages, and 12 miscellaneous
remarks on important subjects by the great evangelist. Dr.
Hymers has preached over thirty of these sermons from our
own pulpit. Everyone needs this book. You can order it from
International Outreach, Inc., P.O. Box 1286, Ames, lowa
50014, U.S.A. Phone (515) 233-2932.

C. H. Spurgeon, New Park Street Pulpit and Metropolitan

Tabernacle Pulpit. Sixty-two volumes, published by Pilgrim
Publications, P.O. Box 66, Pasadena, Texas 77501, U.S.A. No
other sermon set is as valuable. All preachers should have it.

Index to the New Park Street Pulpit and Metropolitan
Tabernacle Pulpit. This index is a must. It gives every
Spurgeon sermon, both by title and by text. All who buy the
Spurgeon sermons should have it. Available from Pilgrim
Publications.
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12. Solomon Stoddard, A Guide to Christ (Ligonier, Pennsylvania:

13.

Soli Deo Gloria Publications, 1993). Reprinted from the 1816
Northampton edition. Though we would disagree with
Stoddard's "Half-Way Covenant," which admitted unconverted
members to the Lord's Supper as a means of converting grace,
we recommend this book, particularly the section titled,
"Directions How to Guide Souls Through the Work of
Conversion." Well worth reading and meditating on; it is a
must for every library.

Joseph Bellamy, Sin, the Law, and the Glory of the Gospel
(International Outreach, P. O. Box 1286, Ames, lowa 50014,
phone: (515) 233-2932.). Joseph Bellamy, one of the key
figures in the Great Awakening, shows how conviction of sin by
the law is critical to a real conversion.

14. Anthony Burgess, Spiritual Refining - The Anatomy of True

and False Conversion (volumes 1 and 2). Two books on the
use of self-examination. They show how true conversion can
be distinguished from its counterfeit. (Order from International
Outreach, P. O. Box 1286, Ames, Iowa 50014. Phone (515)
233-2932.)

15. Village Hymns for Social Worship, edited by Asahel Nettleton.

600 hymns, 180 of them set to music. Over 50 by John
Newton, 48 by Isaac Watts, along with hymns by William
Cowper, Phillip Doddridge, Timothy Dwight, and others. Most
ofthese great hymns have been lost to this generation as a result
of Finney's decisionism, the resulting change in evangelistic
preaching, and the adoption of hymns that fit the decisionist
message. The discontinuing of these older hymns, which
present true Biblical conversion, has resulted in them being
replaced by modern gospel songs and choruses in most
hymnals. This is a hymn book every pastor in America needs
to have, with hymns that need to be reintroduced to our
churches (International Outreach, P. 0. Box 1286, Ames, [owa
50014. Phone (515) 233-2932).
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APPENDIX 2

CONVERSION TESTIMONIES

The following are six testimonies, which were given at our church in Los
Angeles. They represent "hopeful" conversions, since they have not yet
passed the test of time (Luke 8:13). This test requires many years.

We present them here as examples of the kind of testimonies that come
through using the methods given in this book.

Testimony 1
The hopeful conversion of a thirteen-year-old boy

It was about seven o'clock on a Saturday night, November 30, 1996. Dr.
Bob Jones, Jr. was preaching on sin and judgment. As he was preaching, I
was getting more and more aware of my sins recorded in God's books, and the
judgment that awaited me if I did not have them erased. As he continued
preaching, I was still thinking of my sins. I knew they had not yet been
blotted out by Jesus' Blood. Then I thought of many foolish times that I had
tried to trick my way and learn my way into conversion, but never before had
I looked upon my sins as I did then.

It was not so much Hell that I feared, but it was that fact of not having
my sins washed out of God's books in Heaven, by Jesus' Blood. I knew that
Jesus will wash away anyone's sins who will come to Him. Realizing that I
had let the golden opportunity to be saved slip away many times before, I felt
I would take the next opportunity that I had, rather than let my heart become
more hardened and leave behind yet another opportunity, which had become
such a habit to me.

As I listened to Dr. Jones with a deep conviction of my sins I
remembered a verse, 2 Timothy 3:15, "And that from a child thou hast known
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus." Now, if there was any other verse better for me
I would like to have seen it. It certainly applied to my case. I had known the
Scriptures, and had been in church every Sunday, and had knowledge of my
state of going to Hell, but did not do anything about it. Part of the reason was
that I kept trying to learn my way into Heaven. Knowing the plan of salvation,
I was always trying to fool and trick the counsellors by trying to give them the
right answers, learning, and learning. Every time a sermon was preached I
was trying to learn how to be saved. Every time I went to the pastor's office,
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I tried to find the right answer to every question, trying to "pass" and become
amember of the church. What a fool I was to do this. I was ever learning and
never able to come to a knowledge of the truth. I should have been thinking
more about passing from death unto life.

I began to see how horrible and dreadful my sins were in the sight of an
almighty and sovereign God, who could throw me into Hell at any moment for
my wickedness and disobedience against Him. It was not what I could do to
be converted, but what Jesus had already done for me. I, as many other
people do, was trying to come to Jesus my own way, with a rebellious heart
and mind, that kept trying my own way, as well as trying to "fake" my way,
not into Heaven, but into the church. In this case [ was not even concerned
about Heaven or Hell, not even fearing God. My state was indeed a horrible
one that was driving me farther from salvation in Jesus.

Dr. Jones was finishing up the sermon. I was ready to get this matter
settled once and for all.

When the invitation was given I went to the pastor's study, not thinking
about memorizing or learning, but having my heart and mind focused on my
salvation through Jesus' Blood. Then, for the first time, [ simply fell on Jesus,
that is (in my own words) the best possible way I can describe it. The falling
was like me jumping off a tall building and falling on a giant pillow. Jesus is
the pillow. Note, it was not the prayer that saved my soul from Hell, but the
simple belief or falling on Jesus that saved me. Oh, what a glorious thing it
is to know that your sins are washed away by the Blood of Jesus!

Now I'm telling you that all salvation is by the grace of God. God gave
me an awakening to see my sins before His eyes and to see the condition of
my trickery and deceitfulness against Him that would have driven me to Hell
and damnation had it not been for His grace. There has never been and never
will be a person that got converted by trying to work their way, or talk their
way, into Heaven. The Blood of Jesus can wash away the sins of as many
people as will come to Him. I am most grateful for God sending His Son
Jesus to wash away my sins. I know I will never be able to do anything to
repay Him in any way, except to do everything the Bible says to the best of my
ability.

Testimony 2
The hopeful conversion of a middle-aged woman,
long halting between Religion and Salvation

God drew me into this church and out of decisionism. When I came into
this church, I thought I was a Christian already because of what I knew and
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had learned. But I came to realize that I wasn't converted.

At first I didn't believe the pastor because of an earlier religious
experience that had strongly deluded me. Also, I knew thatI wasn't as bad as
I could be. But the more I listened to the sermons, the more I saw he wasn't
just preaching to the lost who were visiting the church. He was preaching to
me.

Last September [ went to the pastor's study, after the invitation to tell the
pastor I was afraid that [ wasn't saved. The first time I had been received into
the membership of the church, I had been resting on an experience that I now
know to be false. I had been deceived. I continued to halt between two
opinions, finding it hard to understand how I could be so wrong.

Sunday, September 22, 1996, I went to see the pastor as I'd done
countless times before. But this time I was trembling, fearful I'd already been
given up, fearful it was too late, fearful I'd never get saved. The pastor spoke
to me kindly and reminded me of my need for Jesus. As I knelt to pray, I
looked to Him by faith.

In that moment I didn't have any particular feeling. I'd had that before
and it didn't save me. I didn't have any particular experience. I'd had that
before and it didn't save me. Nothing I knew or believed or had experienced
could save me: Simply and only Jesus.

I'd seen myself as a sinner for years. I'd seen myself as hopeless at
different times. I'd seen myself as deserving of Hell because of all my sin and
especially for having rejected time and again the love of Christ and His offer
to pay for my sins.

But that simple look to Jesus was all it took. There were no flashing
lights. There was no overwhelming emotion that swept over my soul.

Now my sins are covered by the precious Blood of Jesus. He has drawn
me out of sin and given me a life worth living. I'm thankful for this church, for
her pastor and for the other people God put in my life to help me come to
Christ. Now I don't have to pretend to be a Christian any longer.

The Bible says in John 6:37, "All that the Father giveth me shall come
to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out." God the Father
has given me to Jesus. By His grace and mercy [ have come to Him. What
a wonderful promise Jesus has made to me!

Testimony 3
The hopeful conversion of a twelve-year-old girl

On January 5, 1997 I read a little book on Hell and the Last Judgment.
As I was reading it, the Holy Spirit convicted me of my sins. I knew I would
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have to face God at the Last Judgment and be cast into Hell. I wanted to trust
Jesus through my feelings and thoughts instead of faith. Instead of worrying
about my sins, I thought about the method of being saved. Every Sunday I
came to the pastor's office, and every time I went out still lost and still
clinging to my own beliefs. Every chance I got of being saved I refused, and
rejected Jesus.

Jesus died on the Cross and shed His Blood so a sinner like me could be
saved and all I had to do was trust Jesus through faith. The Holy Spirit
showed me what a horrible sinner I was and how I needed Jesus' forgiveness,
now. The counsellors talked to me; I finally gave up my feelings and my
thoughts on conversion. That evening I trusted Jesus. The instant I believed
on Jesus, He washed all of my sins with His Blood.

Jesus canceled all my sins, and gave me eternal life in Heaven. Jesus
forgave my sins and saved me from Hell. I will not be judged by God for my
sins because Jesus washed them all away. He took away the great burden of
sin away from me. Jesus took the fear of death and Hell away.

Jesus made it so easy for me to be saved. All I had to do was trust Him,
just put simple faith on Jesus. Not a lot of strong faith, because how could
such a wicked sinner like me ever have strong faith. I just put simple little
faith on Jesus and instantly He washed my sins away. I do not deserve Jesus'
forgiveness but instead I deserve Hell. God loved me so much He sent Jesus
to die on the Cross for me so that I could be saved. God had so much mercy
on me as a lost sinner even when I continually rejected Jesus every Sunday
and refused to give up my feeling of assurance of salvation. The Holy Spirit
was convicting me of my sins.

God showed me through the counsellors that my feelings have nothing
to do with salvation and that God had to feel that I was converted not me.
It was Jesus who saved me from my sins, it was nothing I could do.

Testimony 4
The hopeful conversion of a Roman Catholic

At the beginning of December 1996, I was invited to come to this
church. I was given a Bible tract to read. What it said interested me. What
it said was different than what tracts from other churches said. Reading it I
realized that by faith in the Blood of Jesus my dirty sins are forgiven.

When I came to the church to hear the sermon, for the first time I
realized that Jesus is the only one who can wash my sins and only by Him
could I come to God. I was very happy to know this because before knowing
this I was lost. Because of my sins I didn't deserve the mercy of God and I
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was going straight to Hell. But that the Lord Jesus loves us even though we
be the worst of sinners. If we come to Him and trust in Him, He will cleanse
us of our sins with His precious Blood. When the invitation was given to go
to the pastor's office, I went.

The third Sunday I came to the church, I thought I was saved because I
prayed. Four months passed but then I had a doubt that I was converted
Again [ returned to the pastor's office and they told me I wasn't saved. I kept
going forward but I only became more confused. I couldn't find how to come
to Jesus. I thought that by myself or by asking Jesus to forgive me my sins I
could be saved. I was getting desperate because I couldn't find how to come
to Jesus.

Finally one Sunday, in the sermon the pastor gave, I felt that everything
he said was directed at me. I even thought, "How is it that the pastor knows
all this about me?" That morning I didn't go to the pastor's office, though I
should have. I went home when the service ended. I was thinking a lot about
the words the pastor said, that you could only come to the Lord Jesus if God
the Father drew you. I was thinking about this and was praying that God in
His mercy would draw me to His Son, Jesus, to forgive my sins, and so it was.
That evening it was different for me when I went to the pastor's office.
Everything was opened for me. I didn't find obstacles or confusion. Thanks
to the mercy of God, I was drawn to His Son, Jesus, and He erased my sins by
His precious Blood. Thanks to Jesus, now I'm saved for the glory of God.

Testimony 5
The hopeful conversion of a middle-aged Black man

On the evening of December 15, 1996 at approximately 9:05 P.M., I
became so convicted of sin, so hopelessly lost, that I just threw myself at the
feet of Jesus.

At that moment I put my trust upon the Lord Jesus. He saved me. He
washed my sins away by His Blood, that I may have eternal life.

Week after week, before coming to Jesus, I would come forward at the
invitation, go into the pastor's office for counsel, convinced that I would go to
Heaven because I was such a good person. Yes, I was so arrogant that I truly
believed that as a sinner that my being good and doing good deeds, promising
to never sin again, would save me.

Each time I left the pastor's office I was more depressed than the last
time. I was so broken down over a period of time, all that was left for me to
do was to think about my salvation.

Then one Sunday morning I heard a sermon by Dr. R. L. Hymers where
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